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ABSTRACT 

This paper presents a study on analyzing the content of two English 

textbooks used in junior high schools in Indonesia. The two textbooks are officially 

published by Indonesia's Ministry of Culture and Education. The first is "When 

English Rings a Bell," written by Siti Wachidah, Asep Gunawan, Diyantari, and 

Yuli Rulani Khatimah and published in 2017, and the second is "Modul 

Pembelajaran Jarak Jauh pada Masa Pandemi Covid-19: Untuk Jenjang SMP 

Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris, Semester Genap Kelas VIII” which is published in 

2020. The findings revealed similarities and differences between the two textbooks. 

Two English textbooks differ greatly because they have different goals. The second 

book is not a revision of the first, but it appears to be the solution to the pandemic. 

The first textbook is designed to improve language skills through the use of 

communicative approach, both spoken and written, with English as the medium of 

communication. However, the second textbook is expected to be beneficial and 

meaningful for students to achieve the intended competencies independently. 

Despite the differences in the goal or focus in developing the textbooks, they share 

similarities in terms of basic competencies that students must achieve. 

Keywords: English textbook, content analysis, curriculum 2013, communicative 

approach, independent learning 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

A textbook is the most significant aspect of teaching and learning processes because it has all the different 

things that need to be taught (Brown, 1994; Hapsari et al., 2019; Hutchinson & Torres, 1994; Richards, 2001). 

According to Pulukadang et al. (2020), a textbook is one form of teaching materials packaged in a complete and 

systematic way, the module contains a collection of planned learning experiences and designed to help students 

master specific learning objectives, the module also contains the minimum learning objectives, learning 

materials/substances, and evaluation. A textbook plays a big part in teaching learning process because they are 

used as teaching materials to pass on knowledge and skills to learners. It not only gives teachers the materials they 

need to teach, but it also has a lot of materials for people who want to learn. It can be concluded  that a textbook 

is needed to help the teaching and learning process because it makes it easier for students to follow the learning 

process. 

It is not easy to pin down precisely what role a textbook plays in a language course (Mohammadi & 

Abdi, 2014). According to Hutchinson and Torres (1994), a teaching or learning scenario is incomplete without 

the proper textbook. Even if there are problems with the textbook, this book has potential if put in the hands of a 

good teacher (Mohammadi & Abdi, 2014). A textbook provides a road map for both teachers and students, 
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allowing them to look ahead to what will be done in a lesson as well as look back on what has already been done. 

Hence, the significant of the textbook as a universal component of English language teaching cannot be overstated 

(Hutchinson & Torres, 1994).  

A good textbook can have a significant impact on the teaching and learning process (Cunningsworth, 

1984). Furthermore, the quality of a textbook used in the teaching process will have an impact on the teaching 

outcome. Tarigan (1986) pointed out that the better the quality of the book is,  the better the teaching outcomes 

will be. It is in line with Mukundan’s (2011) statement that the quality of a textbook may be so crucial that it 

might influence the success or failure of the teaching and learning process. A good textbook, according to Muslich 

(2010), has content feasibility, which includes (1) explanation of the material, (2) accuracy of the material, and 

(3) supporting learning materials.  

According to Richards (2001), a textbook based on the implemented curriculum would bring additional 

benefits. In 2017, the Indonesian government published "When English Rings a Bell," a textbook based on the 

2013 curriculum written by Siti Wachidah, Asep Gunawan, Diyantari, and Yuli Rulani Khatimah. Then in 2020 

the Indonesian government launched a new textbook entitled "Modul Pembelajaran Jarak Jauh pada Masa 

Pandemi COVID-19:  Untuk Jenjang SMP Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris, Semester Genap Kelas VIII" written 

by Asep Gunawan and Elok Satiti as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This new textbook was issued to 

facilitate teachers and students during the pandemic era. This present study was then aimed to analyze the two 

textbooks, namely English textbook based on Curriculum 2013 published in 2017 and the new one published in 

2020. The analysis focused on examining the differences and similarities between the textbooks.  

A number of studies have been conducted in Indonesia which analyzed and evaluated textbooks. 

Karsudianto (2019), for example, conducted an evaluation on a 2014 English textbook entitled "When English 

Rings a Bell," Wahyudi et al. (2018) assessed an English textbook used in senior high schools that is based on 

Curriculum 2013,  Nimasari (2016) evaluated the 2013 curricuum-based textbook in terms of pedagogical aspects, 

and Inderawati et al. (2017) evaluated it in terms of the reading texts’ readability and authenticity. The most recent 

study was the one conducted by Hapsari et al. (2019) that compared the tasks of two English textbooks published 

by Indonesia's Ministry of Culture and Education in 2014 and 2017. However, no study has been conducted to 

analyze the English textbooks published by the government in the pandemic era of COVID-19 published in 2020. 

Thus, the purpose of this study was to bridge the gap by analyzing and comparing the textbook based on 

Curriculum 2013 published in 2017 and the one published in 2020 as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

In this study the researchers applied a qualitative research method that is Content Analysis. Content 

analysis is a part of library research (Arikunto, 2013). In content analysis, the artifacts of social communication 

that are typically written documents is examined (Berg, 2001). Descriptive qualitative method is used to describe 

the conditions and situation of something specific (Nazir, 2003). The goal of qualitative study is to capture a 

holistic picture and deep understanding rather than a numeric analysis data (Ary et al., 2010). Qualitative research 

produces data in the form of written words or of people and observed behavior (Moleong, 2010).  

In this present study, the main source of data was taken from the two English texbooks published by the 

Ministry of Culture and Education of Indonesia: the first textbook entitled “When English Rings a Bell” written 

by Wachidah et al. in 2017 (Fig.1) and the second textbook entitled “Modul Pembelajaran Jarak Jauh pada Masa 

Pandemi COVID-19: Untuk Jenjang SMP Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris,  Semester Genap Kelas VIII” written 

by Gunawan & Satiti in 2020 (Fig.1). 
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Fig 1. The cover of the English textbook 2017 and the English textbook 2020 

 

In qualitative research, the researcher becomes an instrument or research tool (Sugiyono, 2008; Latief, 

2012).  In this present study, therefore,  the researchers were as the research instruments.  Researchers as the 

instruments must be validated; the way to validate the instrument is by understanding qualitative research 

methods, mastering the research field and ready to enter the field. In this study, the researchers searched for the 

source of  the books, after getting the right source, the researchers analyzed the contents of the books.  

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The following are the results of a content analysis of the two English textbooks, "When English Rings a 

Bell" hereinafter called as English textbook 2017 and "Modul Pembelajaran Jarak Jauh pada Masa Pandemi 

COVID-19 untuk jenjang SMP Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris untuk semester genap kelas VIII"  hereinafter called 

English textbook 2020.  

The Content of English Textbook 2017 

This textbook consists of 242 pages. The material is presented in a text-based learning approach, both 

speaking and writing, with the English language serves as communication, thought and feeling processes. The 

context of the textbook is suitable for helping students to understand the meaning contained in it. This textbook 

contains 13 chapters for the first and second semesters. Each chapter has a topic. Table 1 presents the content of 

the textbook.  

Table 1. The content of English Module 2017 

No. Chapter Topic 

Basic Competency 

(Kompetensi 

Dasar/KD) 

1.  Chapter I: It's English Time! This Chapter explains about: 

• asking for my friends’ attention 

• checking if my friends 

understand me 

3.1 

4.1 
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• giving my opinions and ask for 

my friends’ opinions 

• showing my appreciation to my 

friends 

2.  Chapter II: We can do it and we 

will do it 

This chapter explains about stating and 

asking if one can do something and one 

will do something 

3.2 

4.2 

3. Chapter III: We know what to 

do 

This chapter explains about giving 

suggestions, stating rules and obligation 

3.3 

4.3 

 

4. Chapter IV: Come to my 

birthday, please! 

This chapter explains about personal 

invitation, giving instruction, and asking 

for permission  

3.4 

4.4 

5 Chapter V: I'm so happy for 

you 

This chapter explains about greeting 

cards 

3.5 

4.5 

6. Chapter VI: Ours busy roads This chapter explains about showing 

existence of things or people 

3.6 

4.6 

7. Chapter VII: My uncle is a 

zookeeper  

This chapter explains about 

communicating states and events that 

happen routinely or as general truths, in 

order to appreciate the nature, and giving 

good and bad samples 

3.7 

4.7 

8. Chapter VIII: What are you 

doing 

This chapter discusses the present 

continuous tense which includes 

statements and questions about ongoing 

activities. 

3.8 

4.8 

9. Chapter IX: Bigger is not 

always better 

This chapter explains about comparing 

people, animals, things in order: 

• to show their differences 

• to be proud of them 

• to praise them 

• to criticize them 

3.9 

4.9 

10. Chapter X: When I was a child  This chapter explains about 

communicating  states and events in the 

past in order:  

• to share the information with 

others 

• to explain why things happened 

3.10 

4.10 

11. Chapter XI: Yes, we made it! This chapter explains about recount texts  3.11 

4.11 

4.11.1 

4.11.2 

12. Chapter XII: Don't forget it, 

please! 

This chapter explains about how to write 

short messages and make notices 

3.12 

4.12 

4.12.1 

4.12.2 

13. Chapter XIII: We got a lot of 

histories 

This chapter explains about songs 3.13 

4.13 

     

This English textbook starting from the first chapter to the last chapter presents a conversation model. 

First activity begins with observation and asking question, then it is followed by collecting information or 

associating. All the instructions given are made in such a way in a communicative activity. It can be seen from 

the examples below (Fig. 2, Fig. 3, Fig. 4, Fig. 5). 
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Fig 2. An example of observing and asking questions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 3. An example of collecting information  
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Fig 4. An example of associating activities 

 

In the form of  conversation students are expected to be able to understand easily what is contained in 

the conversation. However, in this textbook from the first chapter to the last one do not contain explanation 

materials. Students are only expected to understand the materials from the conversations of the textbook.  

In the English textbook 2017, individual practice questions are rarely presented, almost every chapter in 

the textbook does not provide exercises such as multiple choice, or matchmaking. In this case, students are 

expected to actively ask the teacher and direct them to cooperate with several students to discuss the materials. 

The exercises given are related to communicative activities.  

 

 

Fig. 5  An example of exercises in a communicative activity 
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The English textbook 2017 provides a reflection activity given to students placed at the end of each 

chapter. It is expected that students are able to evaluate their competency by themselves. 

 

 

Fig. 6 An example of a reflection activity 

The Content of English Textbook 2020 

The English textbook 2020 is a series of teaching materials designed for students to use in learning to be 

independent. As teaching materials, the main elements of this textbook consist of (a) learning objectives, (b) 

learning activities, and (c) evaluation. This textbook uses a complete learning approach. In this case, students must 

achieve level of completeness of certain competencies before they proceed to achieve the next competency in the 

next chapter. Independent learning is an active learning process that can be carried out by students using this 

textbook. The learning activities as well as the teaching materials in this textbook are student-centered, not 

teacher-centered.  That is, students are active and responsible for their own learning according to their learning 

pace. This textbook contains 2 chapters which consists of 8 sub-chapters (lessons) which cover the materials for 

even semester only. Each chapter has a specific topic. Table 2 presents the content of the textbook 2020. 

Table 2. The content of English textbook 2020 

No. Chapter Topic 

Basic Competencies 

(Kompetensi 

Dasar/KD) 

1. First Chapter:  My Unforgettable Experience   

Lesson 1: What do 

you know about it? 

The first lesson explains about various kinds of 

information about personal experiences. 

3.3 

4.3.1 

4.3.2 Lesson 2: Why not 

explore more? 

The second lesson explains about the social 

function, text structure, and linguistic elements of 

personal recount texts about personal experiences. 

Lesson 3: Will you 

Practice? 

The third lesson explains about the application of 

recount texts in several problem models. 

Lesson 4: Will you 

perform? 

The fourth lesson explains about applying 

knowledge of recount texts independently. 

2. Second Chapter: You are the Music in Me   

Lesson 1 The first lesson explains about various kinds of 

information about teenage life. 

3.4 

4.4 

Lesson 2 The second lesson explains about the social 

function and linguistic features of song lyrics about 

teenage life. 

Lesson 3 The third lesson is about applying knowledge of the 

social function and language features of song lyrics. 
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Lesson 4 The fourth lesson is about applying knowledge of the 

social function and language features of song lyrics 

independently. 

 

 

In the English textbook 2020, a basic competency and a concept map related to the discussion materials 

in the textbook are presented in the beginning of each chapter. It can be seen in the following figures. By doing 

so, it is expected that students are able to focus on the discussion materials.  

 

 

Fig. 7 A basic competency of chapter 1 

 

Fig. 8 A basic competency of chapter 2 
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Fig. 9 A concept map of chapter 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 10 A concept map of chapter 2 

 

In the English textbook 2020, the objective of the lesson as well as a guidance for teachers and parents 

are presented  in the beginning of each chapter. The objectives of the lesson in each chapter are presented in four 

meetings. One meeting is allocated for one lesson. The arrangement for the guidance for teachers and parents is 

in a similar form.  The guidance for teachers and parents is presented in the beginning of chapter consisting of 

four meetings in which each meeting refers to each lesson.  
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Fig. 11  An example of the objective of lesson 
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Fig. 12 An example of the guidance for teachers and parents 

 

In the English textbook 2020 the depth of materials is centered on two major topics: Recount text and 

Music. In this case students are expected to be able to study the materials in depth. Moreover, it is supported by 

several exercises that have interesting pictures and attractive colors such as matchmaking, finding words. It can 

be seen from the pictures below. 
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Fig. 13 The materials for recount text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 14 The example of exercise matching form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 15 An example of exercise in Puzzle word form 
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In the English textbook 2020, there is also a reflection, an answer key for exercises, and a listening script 

provided at the end of each lesson. 

 

 

Fig. 16 An example of a reflection activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 17 An example of answer key given in each lesson 
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Fig. 18 An example of listening script given in each lesson 

In the English textbook 2020, it can be seen that the material is in accordance with the basic competency 

(KD) which contains the material and practice that direct students to understand extensively. 

The following section compares the two English textbooks. The comparison results are shown in Table 

3 for similarities and Table 4 for differences. 

Table 3. Similarities of the two English Textbooks 

English Textbook 2017 English Textbook 2020 

• They share similar basic competencies to be achieved. There are KD’s of 3.3, 4.3, 3.4, and 4.4 

• There is a reflection phase at the end of each chapter/lesson. 

• The materials presented in an interesting way along with attractive and colorful pictures. 

• The depth of materials is compatible with Curriculum-13. 

 

Table 4. Differences of the two English Textbooks 

English Textbook 2017 English Textbook 2020 

• Consisting of 242 pages for two semesters 

• Having 13 chapters 

• Basing on communicative learning 

approach 

• Exercises given in the form of 

communication tasks 

• No answer key 

• No listening script 

• No concept map of basic competencies to 

be achieved or no guidance for teachers and 

parents  provided in the textbook 

 

• Consisting of 252 pages,  for even semester 

only 

• Having 2 chapters, each chapter consists of 

4 lessons 

• Basing on independent learning approach 

• Exercises given in various forms, such as 

matching, puzzle word, multiple choices, 

and fill in the blank 

• Completed with answer keys 

• Completed with listening scripts 

• Completed with a concept map of basic 

competencies to be achieved and guidance 

for teachers and parents  in the beginning of 

each chapter 

 

 

 

By placing English as a means of communication, the English textbook 2017 starting from the first 

chapter to the last chapter is presented with a conversation model; while individual practice questions are rarely 
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presented, almost every chapter in this textbook does not provide questions such as multiple choice or matching. 

The materials in the English textbook 2017 present meaningful and authentic communication tasks in which 

students are expected to actively communicate and cooperate with some students to discuss  the materials. On the 

contrary, the English textbook 2020 presents materials for an independent learning mode. It is as a response to the 

pandemic era of COVID-19 in which the teaching learning processes are conducted online. The materials offered 

in the English textbook 2020 are designed in a way that may support students  to learn in depth independently. 

Thus, this textcook is completed with a concept map of  competencies to be achieved and also a guidance for 

parents and teachers in using the textbook in every meeting, and several exercises are provided with answer keys 

and listening scripts. 

Having observed the content of these two textbooks, we conclude that they are compatible with 

Curriculum 2013. Even though they have different goals in developing the textbook, they share similarities in 

terms of basic competencies to be achieved by the students. Wahyudi et al. (2018) pointed out that the English 

textbook 2017 was in the category of good in terms of its fulfilment based on Curriculum 13. Hidayat (2017) 

claims that the English textbook from the government is good as it is accompanied by colored pictures related to 

the topic presented, and the instruction and activities offered are able to build students’ English skills. Hapsari et 

al. (2019) also confirm that the English textbook 2017 as a revision of the English textbook 2014 has been well-

designed through understandable task instructions. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In light of the findings of the study, it can be concluded that the two textbooks are recommended to be 

used in teaching learning processes. In a new normal situation right now, these two textbooks can be used to 

complete each other. When students learn at school, they can use the English textbook 2017 and when they want 

to learn more at home, they can use the English textbook 2020 by learning it independently at home.  

REFERENCES 

Arikunto, S. (2013). Prosedur penelitian suatu pendekatan praktik. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta. 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., & Sorensen, C. K. (2010). Introduction to research in education (8th ed). Wadsworth 

Cengage Learning. 

Berg, B. L. (2001). Qualitative research methods for the social sciences (4th Ed). A Pearson Education Company. 

Brown, H. Douglas. 1994. Principles of English language learning and teaching. New Jersey: Prentice Hall 

Regents. 

Cunningsworth, A. (1984). Evaluating and selecting EFL teaching materials. Great Britain: Biddles Ltd. 

Gunawan, A. & Satiti, E. (2020). Modul pembelajaran jarak jauh pada masa pandemi covid-19 untuk jenjang 

SMP mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggris untuk semester genap kelas VIII. Ministry of Culture and Education 

of Indonesia. 

Hapsari, E. W., Riyanti, D., & Ikhsanudin, I. (2019). Comparing the tasks of two English textbooks. Proceedings 

International Conference on Teaching and Education (ICoTE), vol. 2 (2), 187-192. 

Hidayat, N. (2017). Developing E-reading materials for students of grade seven. Journal of English Education 

Society, 2(1), 33-44. 

Hutchinson, T., & Torres, E. (1994). The textbook as agent of change. ELT Journal, 48(4), 315-328. 

Inderawati, R., Saputra, H., & Vianty, M. (2017). A content analysis of reading texts’ readability and authenticity 

in the textbook used by the tenth-grade students in Palembang. International Journal of Applied 

Linguistics and English Literature, 5(5). 



62 Magister Scientiae – ISSN 2622-7959 
 Vol. 51, No. 1 – March 2023 

Karsudianto, F. (2019). An evaluation of an English coursebook “When English rings the bell.” Journal of English 

Language Teaching Innovations and Materials (JELTIM), 1(2), 81-86. 

Latief, M. A. 2012. Research methods on language learning: An Introduction. Universitas Negeri Malang (UM 

Press).  

Nazir, M. (2003). Metode penelitian. Jakarta: Ghalia Indonesia. 

Nimasari, P. E. (2016). Evaluating an EFL textbook: To what extent does the 2013 curriculum-based textbook 

accomplished pedagogical aspects? Proceeding ICTTE FKIP UNS 2015, 1(1). 

Mohammadi, M. & Abdi, H. (2014). Textbook evaluation: a case study. Procedia: Social and Behavioral Science, 

98, 1148-1155. 

Moleong, L. J. (2010). Metodologi penelitian kualitatif. Bandung: Remaja Rosda Karya. 

Mukundan, J. (2011). Developing an English language textbook evaluation checklist. International Journal of 

Humanities and Social Science, 4(6), 100-106.  

Muslich, M. (2010). Textbook writing, dasar-dasar pemahaman, penulisan, dan pemakaian buku teks. Jogjakarta: 

Ar-Ruzz Media 

Pulukadang, W. T., Uno, H. B., Panal, H., & Panjaitan, K. (2020). Integrated learning module development on 

department of PGSD students, Gorontalo State University, Indonesia. International Journal of Advanced 

Engineering, Management and Science (IJAEMS). Vol. 6  

Richards, J. (2001) Curriculum development in language teaching. Cambridge University Press. 

Sugiyono. (2008). Metode penelitian kuantitatif, kualitatif dan R&D. Bandung: Alfabeta. 

Tarigan, G. G. (1986). Telaah buku teks Bahasa Indonesia. Bandung: Penerbit Angkasa. 

Wachidah, S, Gunawan, A., Diyantari, K., & Rulani, Y. (2017). When English Rings a Bell untuk kelas 8. Ministry 

of Culture and Education of Indonesia. 

Wahyudi, A., Mirizon, S., & Inderawati, R. (2018). English textbooks used at Banyuasin senior high schools: 

Based on Curriculum 2013. English Community Journal, 194-209. 

 

 


